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The Social Context of Science Cities

“Development based on knowledge
activities involves increasing or
Improving human and organisational
capacities , and creating an environment
capable of leading to innovation, training,
creativity and change”

Richard V. Knight




The Social Context of Science Cities

Creating such an environment requires...

*Knowledge resources must be considered in
regional terms

aCitieskmuslt give sudppﬁrt to bug aacodl o
ense knowledge and they mus
research and creative centres CUltural

 Knowledge has to be perceiv pOliCieS
source of wealth

 The public must understand and assimilate  the
nature of the changes that are going on in the
knowledge society




The Social Context of Science Cities

Without competence In science
we cannot have a competent Europe

2000 EU Summit in Lisbon

Need for specific policies on science
popularisation and on promotion of scientific
and technological culture

2001 Eurobarometer Science & Society

Knowledge and cultural values of science

2002 Science & Society Action Plan
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The Social Context of Science Cities

Janez Potocnik, EC Commissioner for Science and
Research (Nov. 2006):

“ There does need to be a greater awareness in
Europe of the importance of science to our
culture...

For cities, science shouldn’t be something confined

to science parks... cities should find also ways to
Improve the access of their inhabitants to scientif IC
iInformation in a way that says something to them
about their lives

The city of the future should make the promotion of

knowledge one of Its priorities.”




The Social Context of Science Cities

*Scientific
excellence

*R+D+i, active
promotion of
S&T
development

eScientific
culture

*Social
cohesion

Empowerment

Sclence

City




What citizens think about science...




W_hat citizens think about science...

COMMISSION

Overall positive perception and optimism about
science and technology

Scientific literacy has markedly increased in most
EU countries

EU citizens trust in science and technology but...

Europeans feel badly informed and little involved In
science and technology

Scientists have a positive image but...



What citizens think aboutf science...

COMMISSION

45% of Europeans are neither interested nor
Informed about science and technology

Two thirds say they are badly informed
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A Need for New Strategies

We need to change the nature of the conversation
between science and society
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The Social Context







Science Cities & Knowledge Society
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